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As the 2016-17 League year starts 
to wrap up, I can’t help but be proud 
of the way our membership contin-
ues to grow, and with the amazing 
women that have joined the Junior 
League of Wilmington this League 
year. I am in awe, not only our new-
est members, but of our entire mem-
bership, and the diversity and expe-
rience that the women in this organi-
zation bring.  I have had many op-
portunities over the last few months 
to connect with members in a way 

that I haven’t experienced in previous years, and I hope that 
all of you will seize some opportunities to connect with your 
fellow League members. 
 
As a member of the Member Interview team the last two 
years, I have had the chance to sit down and have a conver-
sation with members that I have not previously had the 
chance to connect with. In addition, being a mentor for two 
Provisionals this year has afforded me the opportunity to 
create multiple meaningful relationships, as well as help my 
mentees build relationships within the League. By simply 
attending a General Membership Meeting, a Community Im-
pact Event, or a social event sponsored by the Provisional 
Committee, Membership Activities or Recruiting, you have 
the opportunity to meet new people and make social con-
nections with like-minded and unique individuals. I cannot 
express how lucky we are to be in the company of so many 
diverse women all working towards the same cause. 
 
As you wrap up your own League year, I suggest to all of 
you to reach out to someone new, sit next to an unfamiliar 
face at the next meeting, or simply attend a social event, 
even if you don’t recognize anyone on the RSVP list. You 
never know what you may have in common with someone 
or what you might learn from them. Our members have 
some amazing stories, much like the Sustainer Profile in this 
edition of the Lantern. It embodies the spirit of a tenacious 
Junior Leaguer. Hopefully we were all inspired by the Wom-
en’s Leadership Summit to pursue our passions like she 
did.  Whether those be passions you can pursue within the 
League or outside, you will always have the support of your 
fellow Junior League sisters and friends. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Stephanie Graev 

President’s Message 

Lantern Editors:  
Melissa Marlin & Heather Rafail 
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Community Impact has been 
busy making a difference in 
the Wilmington area!  The 
most recent events include: 

School Supply Replenish-
ment Kits 

During the week of February 
20, 2017, 184 school supply 
replenishment kits were dis-
tributed to 6 of our partner 
and developing partner or-
ganizations. Special thanks 
to committee members Lind-
say Lancaster, Rachel Mar-
silli, and Kristen Messina for 
helping to package and dis-
tribute the school sup-
plies!  These supplies aid in 
supporting the organiza-
tion’s youth on their path to 
success in school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Dionna J. Sargent, 
Chair of the Community 
Impact Committee 
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Wilmington Senior Center Inspirational Paint Event 

On February 18, 2017, Provisional Spring Class member Jill Confer facilitated a painting class at 
the Wilmington Senior Center for a group of young women. Jill created a model inspirational pic-
ture (pictured below) and provided instruction to help the young ladies create their own creative 
version. Special thanks to JLW members LaTonya Hubbard, Tiffany Hooper, Emily Spang, Jill 
Confer, Cat DeFelice, Jen Binkley, and Joanne Towers who volunteered and assisted during the 
event.  Everyone had a great time painting and showing their creative side 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wilmington Senior Center African Dance Workshop 

On March 18, 2017, Salimata Linguer from the Christina Cultural Arts Center facilitated a dance 
workshop at the Wilmington Senior Center.  Sharing the history and importance of drums, dance, 
kente cloth, and most importantly, how significant of a role women play in not only African culture 
but all cultures. Special thanks to JLW members Lindsay Lancaster, Cat DeFelice, Anna Silton, 
Hilary Sechler, and Nicole McConville who volunteered and assisted during the event!  
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STEWARDS OF CHILDREN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stewards of Children® Training Event  
May 10 

 
By Noreena Lewis 

League members will once again have the op-
portunity to take part in a Darkness to Light’s 
Stewards of Children® training offered by the 
Beau Biden Foundation on Wednesday, May 
10, from 6-8 p.m. at Widener University School 
of Law. 

In 2010, as he and the Delaware Department of 
Justice prosecuted one of the worst pedophiles 
in the history of the United States, Beau Biden 
brought Darkness to Light’s Stewards of Chil-
dren® program to Delaware. Stewards of Chil-
dren® is a two hour training which teaches 
adults to prevent, recognize, and react respon-
sibility to child sexual abuse. Alongside part-
ners like Prevent Child Abuse Delaware and 
the Boys and Girls Club of Delaware, the Beau 
Biden Foundation has worked to fulfill Beau’s 
pledge to train 5% of Delaware’s population 
(35,000 adults). To date, 22,000 adults in Dela-
ware have been trained to be Stewards of Chil-
dren, including 2,000 since the Foundation’s 
programming began in April 2016. 
 
Stewards of Children® is based on Darkness to 
Light’s 5 Steps to Protecting Our Children™ 
and is brought locally into communities by a 
network of over 9,000 volunteer facilitators. 

Darkness to Light, like the Beau Biden Founda-
tion, believes that every child has the right to 
grow up healthy, happy, and safe. It is guided 
by its vision to create a world where child sexu-
al abuse does not exist. Darkness to Light be-
lieves that protecting children is an adult re-
sponsibility, and education is critical for preven-
tion of child sexual abuse. 
 
This partnership ensures effective execution of 
what Beau believed to be critical in eradicating 
child sexual abuse – education, raising aware-
ness, sharing resources, and fostering a net-
work of committed prevention advocates. Such 
a network of advocates allows communities to 
be better prepared to help children thrive, free 
from the trauma of sexual abuse. 
 
We will be gathering for this training at the Law 
School, 4601 Concord Pike in the Polishook 
Building, Room TBD.  The League is paying for 
the cost of the training for members that would 
like to attend.  Please RSVP on the League 
calendar.   
 
Questions about the training can be directed to 
Patty Lewis at patty@beaubidenfoundation.org. 
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SUSTAINER PROFILE 
Nancy Wells 
            by Lisa Magnuson 

A lovely afternoon was spent getting to know Nancy 
Wells at her apartment at Crosslands. Nancy, a for-
mer President of the Junior League of Wilmington 
from 1959-60 (then Mrs. W. Coleman Edgar) was 
born in Wilmington, Delaware and attended elemen-
tary school at Tower Hill and high school at Friends. 
Nancy’s early life was an active one – she loved ten-
nis and horses. She also had a strong interest in fly-
ing and airplanes. At age 18, Nancy was invited to 
join the Junior League of Wilmington and has been a 
member ever since – 75 years! She described her 
Provisional training as interesting and worthwhile 
and upon completion she was asked to serve on 
several community boards. 

After graduating from Friends in 1941, Nancy spent 
her freshman year at Mills College in Oakland, CA. 
When the United States entered World War II, she 
left Mills and enrolled at the Embry-Riddle Aeronauti-
cal University in Miami, FL. After completing her 
flight training, she was set to travel to Texas to quali-
fy to become a WASP (Women Auxiliary Service Pi-
lot), the first group of women trained to fly American 
military aircraft. However, before she left, the US 
Government decided to discontinue the program. 
Still determined to be in the air and contribute to the 

war effort, Nancy joined the Navy and served as a 
flight orderly. She served for two years until 1946 on 
military flights traveling from Miami to Newfoundland 
and from the West Coast to Hawaii. 

Following her service in the Navy, Nancy attended 
the University of Delaware and the College of Wil-
liam and Mary majoring in English Literature. When 
Nancy returned to Wilmington, she married Coleman 
Edgar, General Manager of the International Depart-
ment at Hercules. The couple had two children, as 
well as a son from Nancy’s first marriage.   

Nancy served as Treasurer of the Junior League of 
Wilmington before serving as Vice President/
President Elect. Nancy says that being Vice Presi-
dent/President Elect is a very important experience 
as you are training for the “top job.” She appreciated 
how well these placements prepared her for the role 
of President. As President Elect, she flew to Victoria, 
British Columbia to attend training offered by the As-
sociation of Jr. Leagues of America. For women of 
her generation who did not have today’s career op-
tions, the League provided an opportunity to develop 
skills and assume leadership roles in the community. 

Halfway through Nancy’s term as President (1959-
1960), her husband was transferred to California 
which meant that she had to step down as Presi-
dent. Several years later, her husband’s job took 
them to Brussels. Living in Belgium for two years 
proved to be a wonderful experience for the family. 
After they returned to the US, Nancy became even 
more involved in the community. She chaired the 
Wilmington Flower Market when it marked its fiftieth 
anniversary in 1970; served as Chairman of the Del-
aware Arthritis Foundation; became a member on 
the Board of the Grand Opera House, chairing the 
Inaugural Concerts of the Philadelphia Orchestra 
under Eugene Ormandy; and in 1987, she co-
chaired the presidential campaign in Delaware for 
George H. W. Bush. 

The following year was not an easy one for Nancy. 
She and her husband were preparing to move to 
Cartmel in Kennett Square when Coleman suddenly 
passed away. She went ahead with the move to 
Pennsylvania on her own. Not long after that, a 
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friend called and asked if she would serve on the 
board of the National Defense University at Fort 
McNair in Washington, DC. Despite some reserva-
tions, she said yes and soon found herself the sole 
woman on a board composed mostly of military 
brass and corporate leaders. She ended up serving 
ten years and worked alongside many accom-
plished people including, Colin Powell. At nearly the 
same time, she was asked to serve on the board of 
the Kennedy Center – another opportunity that she 
was reluctant to accept but proved to be a fascinat-
ing experience. With both boards meeting in Wash-
ington, Nancy drove to DC on a regular basis and 
thoroughly enjoyed serving on these prestigious 
boards. 

In 1994, she married longtime friend and fellow 
Cartmel resident, Judson Wells. Jud shared her in-
terest in community service and together the couple 
led a very full life. Jud has since passed away and 
Nancy continues to enjoy a close relationship with 
his six children. Nancy moved to Crosslands two 
years ago and has been very happy living there. 
Now 93, she recently gave up driving but still stays 
active and enjoys getting together with close friends 
in Wilmington.   

Nancy has led a fascinating life and this author feels 
as though she only has provided a small fraction 
about Nancy and her experiences.  We thank her 
for her time, dedication and service to the Junior 
League, and to our country!  

A special thank you to Carla Westerman, who sug-
gested Nancy for the Sustainer Spotlight.  

 

A Look Into Our Past 
From the Junior League of Wilmington archives now 
stored at the University of Delaware Special Collec-
tions the following information was obtained about 
the era that Nancy Wells (Mrs. W. Coleman Edgar) 
served as President. 

During the years that Nancy was serving as Presi-
dent Elect (while Barbara duPont was President) 
and as President, the League was involved in many 
community activities. Members performed a puppet 
show for school children, “Nestor & the Alligator” 
while the newly named, “Night Placement” orga-
nized ice skating with the Girl’s Club, sewing & mov-
ies at the Florence Crittendon Home, group activi-

ties at the Ferris 
School and tutoring at 
the Children’s Home.   

Thirty League mem-
bers were regular 
weekly volunteers at 
the Wilmington Senior 
Center, with many oth-
ers contributing 
time.  At that time, the 
Senior Center had on 
average 60 daily at-
tendees with 275 ac-
tive members. During 
the 1958-1959 term, 
some of the social 
events included a Boat 
Ride, Tea Dance, and 
a Ball. The Tea Dance 
at Vicmead Hunt Club 
on February 2, 1959 was $3.00 per couple! 

Transfers to the League were welcome to events 
that included coffees, luncheons and cocktails. As 
well, efforts were made to ensure new transfers 
were picked up and driven to the first meeting (or 
two) by other members.  What a lovely & welcoming 
touch! 

Around this time, a Past Presidents’ Luncheon was 
established; after much success it was decided that 
this would be a tradition to continue every few 
years.   “Who can be more interested and of greater 
help to our League than our past Presi-
dents?” (Quote from the Board Minutes) 

When Nancy (Mrs. W. Coleman Edgar) gave her 
notice to resign as President because of her hus-
band’s job relocation, Mrs. Willard E. Henderer II, as 
President Elect stepped up to become President 
and complete Nancy’s term before serving her full 
term as President. Minutes from the December 16, 
1959 Board Meeting thanked Mrs. Edgar for her 
service and presented her with a gold disc in recog-
nition of her work. 

Interviewing Nancy Henderer (Mrs. Willard E. Hen-
derer II) would have been a wonderful segue for the 
next Lantern.  We were saddened to learn that Nan-
cy Henderer passed away on February 13, 2017 at 
Cokesbury Village in Hockessin at the age of 96. 
The Junior League of Wilmington was just one of 
many local organizations that Nancy Henderer de-
voted her time. 

Please contact Lisa Magnuson at 18magli@gmail.com or 302.494.7013 for Sustainer Spotlight suggestions! 



Benefactor’s Circle - $1,000+ 
Kristy Ambrogi in memory of  
     Ruth Glisch 
Christiana Care Health System 
State of Delaware 
WSFS Bank 
 
  
Patron—$500-$999 
Christia Schmidt 
Sparano, Vincelette & Joiner,  
     CPAs 
Vanguard 
 
  
Fellow - $250-$499  
Shakesha Clarke 
Stephanie Cory Gorris in honor of  
     Kristen McMullen 
Delaware City Refining Co., LLC 
Margaret Erskine 
Joan Gehrke 
Mary Kay Haden 
Victoria Manning 
Jennifer McKelvey 
Laurie Wedel 
Lindsay Wheeler 
 
  
Partner - $100-$249  
Decorative Arts and Finishes 
Julie Anderson in honor of a  
     Happy New Year 
Jena Baffone in memory of  
     Virginia Kirkwood 
Carol Beck 
Anne Berl 
Charlene Bertheaud 
Pamela Bonsib 
Sandra Borror 
Lynn Bouscaren 
Eleanor Cain 
Jennifer Callahan 
Signy Carson 
Peg Castini 
Jeanne Checkel 
Colleen Clancy 
Pamela Cornforth 
Betty Crowell 
Sarah D'Alonzo 
Nancy Diver 
Margaret Henry 
Cynthia Dunn in memory of  
     Virginia Kirkwood 

Mary Ann Emely 
Kate Fitzgerald-Wilks 
Laura Fontana in honor of  
     The Whale Committee 
Alison Frost 
Margaret Fuller 
Joe Giorgi 
Maude Glore 
Nancy Graves in honor of  
     Amy Hughes 
Faith Greeley 
Ashley Harris 
Jeanie Hayes in memory of  
     Virginia Kirkwood 
Janeen Hill 
Mary Hirschbiel 
Janice Hoffman 
Mary Ann Horning 
Barbara Hoy 
Amy Hughes 
Elizabeth Jenkins 
Dinah Kirby in memory of  
     Virginia Kirkwood 
Lisa Magnuson 
Jane Maroney 
Stephanie Moran 
Margaret Morton 
Mary Ball Morton 
Nancy Naeve 
Lyn Newsom 
Lisa Pomraning 
Cheryl Umbles 
Jennifer Vu 
Anne Waldburger 
Joan Walls 
Francie Warther 
Kim Watson 
Anne Wattman 
Carla Westerman 
  
  
Member - $50-$99 
Tara Agne 
Apple 
Katelyn Blank 
Mary Bowler 
Allison Brokaw 
Roberta Chabalko in memory of  
     Mary Colbourn 
Jessica Chapple 
Johanna Chehi 
Joan Connolly 
Susan Davies 
Karen Doherty 

Alice Donaghy 
Claudia Dunleavy 
Elizabeth Fahl 
Catherine Flynn 
Adam Gattuso 
Tim Goodfellow 
Steph Graev 
Mary Haney 
Tara Hurlebaus 
Suzy Johnson 
Rita Kingery Cook 
Natalie Kozlowski 
Cynthia Kuespert in memory of  
     Pat Walbert 
Lacy Real Estate of Patterson- 
     Schwartz 
Kevin Lamb 
Elizabeth Lankert 
Kathleen Linarducci 
Cynthia Love 
Margaret Morton 
Katharine Mowery 
Sarah Newton 
Heather Rafail 
Lisa Ratte 
Veronica Reynolds 
Susan Rickards in honor of  
     Anne Rickards Poskitt 
Suzanne Rodgers in honor of  
     Ciara Rodgers Seal 
John Russell 
Ciara Seal 
Laura van der Post 
Kimberly Weingarten 
WileySimone Digital Marketing 
Hayley Williams 
  
  
Friend – Through $49  
Jacqueline Batty-Kameen 
Debbie Behling 
Coral Benedict 
Laura Bianco 
Alison Billings 
Sophia Bonsib 
Kia Booker 
Patsy Bussard 
Carolyn Calvin 
Sara Chandler 
Sandi Ciccione 
Susan Coulby 
Sherri Coverdale 
Geryl Craft 
Cat DeFelice 

Thank You to our Generous Donors— 
     League Donations Continue to Grow! 
 
Donations through April 7, 2017 
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Sheila DiSabatino 
Vanderlyn Downing-Webster 
Tanya Duelfer 
Diane Dunham 
Aimee Elson 
Jane Erisman 
Kyle Gay 
Cheryl Heiks 
Mary Hickok 
Aline Holler 
Elaine Horn 
Margaret Hughes 
JGL Services 
Pat Johnson 
Catherine Julian 
Lindsay Lancaster 
Kristin Lang 
Atif Lanier 
Diane Lawson 
Janet Lemons 
Katie Litchfield 
Tajuana Loadholt 
Melissa Marlin 
Anne Marvin 
Alexis Massey 
Susie Mathews 
Nicole McConville 
Ginny McCurdy 
Julia McKay 
Stephanie Patterson 
Heather Pletcher 
Powerhouse Coaching 
Rekindled Spirits 
Barbara Scanlan 
Sandra Schneider 
Noreena Sondhi 
Liane Sorenson 
Isabel Sorrentino 
Emily Spang 
Anita Steward 
Lauren Stotz 
Mary Warburton 
Amanda Sumner 
Violette Sutton 
Nancy Tieste 
Joanne Towers 
Gail Walukonis  
Jess Wescott 
Shelby Wilson 
Jane Wood 
 

Donors  
continued... 

FUND DEVELOPMENT 
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Sustainer News 
 
Sustainer Coffees – Wednesday, April 26!   Watch your mailbox for locations, times and RSVP 
information.  
 
May Sustainer Trip to SHOFUSO Japanese House and Garden in Philadelphia’s West  
Fairmount Park  
Enjoy a private tour of a traditional-style, Japanese house and nationally-ranked garden, reflecting 
the history of Japanese culture in Philadelphia.  Lunch will follow at the Asian restaurant Pei Wei on 
City Avenue, featuring wok dishes, Asian salads and sushi. Date:  Wednesday, May 10 Cost:  $26/
person includes tour and lunch.   Time:  Meet to carpool at the Independence Mall on Concord Pike 
at 8:45 a.m. Tour begins at 10 a.m.  Lunch at 11:30 a.m.  
Special Notes: The building is not handicapped accessible. Wear socks or stockings. Shoes must 
be removed in the house. Spouses and guests are welcome!  
Please RSVP: By Wednesday, May 3.  Checks should be written to JLW and mailed to Allison 
Brokaw 1021 Kent Road, Wilmington, DE  19807 For Questions and Direc-
tions:  abrokaw@comcast.net; 302-777-4514  
 
Save the Date! Sustainer Hosted Cocktail Party at Granogue - Saturday, May 13

th
, 5-7 p.m. 

Watch your mailbox for your invitation & RSVP information.  
 
Welcome Back: Audrey Bruce! 
 

In Memoriam: 
We are saddened to learn about the loss of these special women who have given so much to the 

Junior League of Wilmington: 
  

Nancy Lee   Nancy Henderer   Joan Di Sabatino   Pat Walbert 



 

Join The Junior League of Wilmington! 
 
 
 
 

INTERESTED IN MAKING A DIFFERENCE? 

Consider joining the largest women’s volunteer organization in the country. 
 

POSITIVELY IMPACT YOUR COMMUNITY AND YOUR LIFE! 

We are a group of highly-motived and productive women who have an interest in 

Giving back to our community. Women are in all stages of life from starting a career 

To retirement. Gain valuable skills and friendships while helping give back! 
 

To learn more about joining the Junior League, please visit our website today. 

www.jlwilmington.org 


