[image: image1.jpg]JUNIOR LEAGUE OF

WILMINGTON, DE













CONTACT: 









Angela Salvucci Gustavsen








(617) 797-9994








angelasalvucci@hotmail.com
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 

Junior League of Wilmington Wins Public Policy Award; 
Announces 2017-18 Board Members
Wilmington, DE, May 24, 2017 – The Junior League of Wilmington has received a Public Policy & Advocacy Award for its instrumental role in the passage of a law to protect Delaware’s children. The Association of Junior Leagues International recognized the JLW for its work on Erin’s Law at its 95th Annual Conference in Minneapolis last Saturday. President Stephanie Graev and President-Elect Angela Gustavsen accepted the honor, which included a $5,000 award.
Erin’s Law mandates age-appropriate sexual abuse education in publicly-funded schools. The JLW spearheaded efforts to have the bill introduced by Senator Margaret Rose Henry, herself a member of the Junior League, educated lawmakers on the bill and advocated for its passage, and celebrated the signing of the bill by Governor Jack Markell in August. Delaware was the 28th state to pass the law, named for advocate and childhood sexual abuse survivor Erin Merryn.
“It was a thrill to receive this award on behalf of the League, and all of the women who worked so hard on our Erin’s Law Task Force,” said Graev. “We hope that Junior Leagues across the country will be inspired to pursue similar legislation in their states.”
There are 292 Junior Leagues across the country and in Canada, Mexico, and the United Kingdom that make up the AJLI.

The Junior League of Wilmington also named its Leadership team for the 2017-18 League Year beginning June 1. Graev will continue as president through January 1, when Gustavsen will take on the role. Additional board members include Secretary Kyle Gay; Treasurer Jennifer Callahan; Assistant Treasurer Hilary Sechler; Vice President Communications & Administration Kim Weingarten; Vice President Community Programs Dionna Sargent; Vice President Membership Hayley Williams; Vice President Ways & Means Jessica Chapple; Parliamentarian Janeen Hill; Sustaining Chairs Diane Dunham and Lisa Magnuson; and Sustainer Advisor Stephanie Cory Gorris.
About the Junior League of Wilmington:

Founded in 1918, the Junior League of Wilmington Inc. is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) organization of women committed to promoting voluntarism, developing the potential of women and improving communities through the effective action and leadership of trained volunteers.  Its purpose is exclusively educational and charitable.  For more information about the Junior League of Wilmington, please visit the organization’s website www.jlwilmington.org or call 302-652-0544.
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